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H as your church screened its 

vision lately?  If your ministry 

seems stuck or your mission appears 

fuzzy, it might be time for a checkup. 

Illinois Ministries has created a new 

resource to help your church sharpen 

its vision for ministry.  20/20 Focus 

offers a weekend committed to vi-

sioning and coaching.   

Here is how it works: 

Friday ï Meet with the pastor and 

members of staff 

Saturday ï Meet with the board and 

members of the congregation 

Through several hours of questions, 

fun, and great discussions about min-

istry, 20/20 Focus coaches will guide 

the church in developing a simple 

plan for ministry. 

20/20 Focus does not end after the 

weekend.  Continued coaching, en-

couragement and equipping will be 

offered to pastors through video con-

ferencing with other pastors working 

through a similar process. 

If your church is interested in a vi-

sioning and coaching weekend, con-

tact State Pastor Eric Livingston at 

eric@ilcog.org or call the state office. 

Important Dates 
May 25-26             Illinois School of Ministry 

June 4-5        Hello Camp Warren 

June 24-29      North American Convention 

July 5-9            Junior High Camp 

July 11-15                              Senior High Camp 

July 19-22      Grade School Camp 

July 25-29         Illinois State Camp Meeting 

July 29 Ministers and General Assembly 

September 16-17      CWC Prayer Retreat 

November 18-20  State Youth Convention 

Event Registration 
Go to www.ilcog.org & click on Events! 

Or call 217-864-3263 Ext. 204 

How to Contact Us 
Mail: PO Box 140, Mt. Zion, IL 62549 
Phone: 217-864-3263 / Fax: 217-864-5223 
Email: office@ilcog.org / www.ilcog.org 
State Office:  4225 S. Camp Warren Lane, 
  Decatur, IL 62521 
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Does your schedule and finances not allow a trip to that inspiring leadership 

seminar?  Illinois Ministries is bringing that inspiration to your computer via 

videos on demand through its website.  These free resources will feature lead-

ers from around the state and nation sharing on issues affecting the church 

today.  Video Conferences will be available nonstop and conference notes 

will be downloadable on the website. 

The first video conference, Engaging God in Worship ð Planning for WOW 

Moments in Worship, will be available this summer at www.ilcog.org.  Top-

ics to follow: It Starts With One (Vision); Raising Large Amounts of Money 

for Ministry; and Commitment & Membership in the Church of God. 



For the full article visit: 

www.illinoisministries.blogspot.com 

Sign up to receive regular 

blog updates from Eric. 

A  few days ago I was leading a 20/20 Focus Weekend with the Church of 

God in Galesburg, IL.  Itôs one of my favorite places to go.  They are 

great people who love God and want to see the church influence the commu-

nity for Christ. 

Following the message on Sunday morning, one of the men approached me 
with a serious look on his face and he said, ñHow do you stay passionate?  I 

feel so good right now, how do I keep this passion?ò 

I donôt even remember what I said but I have thought a lot about the question 

since then and here are a few ways that I try to keep the passion alive in my 

life!  

#1 ð My Time with God  

My time with God is a consistent time and place. What you do in that quiet 

time with God is different for everyone.  The resource I use the most besides 

the Bible is Ken Boaôs writings on praying through the scripture.   

My absolute strongest time with God is when I journal.  Nothing fires me up 

like journaling.  Not the process or the writing but the reflection and learn-

ing. I journaled daily when I transitioned from Pastoral Ministry to State Pas-

tor. I have journaled through struggles in ministry, raising two daughters and 

the loss of my dad.  

For pastors: It is my intention not to use my time with God as sermon prep 
timeé but it happens because Iôm with God.  I read a lot about how it needs 

to be separate.  I agree it is two separate disciplines.  My best sermons, how-

ever, are born in my quiet time. 

#2 ð People  

The people you surround yourself with will either add to or take away from 

your passion.  EGRôs (extra grace required) or VDPôs (very draining people) 
can zap the energy out of you. Then there are those people that give me en-

ergy. Friends give me energy. Talking about ministry with Lisa fires me up.   

#3 ð Sabbath  

I have to say this because at one time I was good at this.  Not so much right 
now.  But this I am sure: if you donôt schedule time to rest, you wonôt rest! 

#4 ð Eliminate Ruts in My Life  

This can be as simple as moving furniture in my office but getting out of ruts 

give me passion.  

#5 ð Not Becoming Obsessed With What People Who Donõt Know Me 

Think About Me  

I just read this somewhere and agree. It hurts when people who do not know 

your heart cast judgment or say something critical.  Dwelling on that drains 

your passion.   

#6 ð Heõs Got the Whole World in His Handsé 

And He loves me!  Heôs called me, walks besides me and sustains me 

through whatever I go through. Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in 

the world.   
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Register for events 

Download resources 

Order suggested books 

Submit prayer requests 

Get directions to Camp Warren 

Link to church websites 

Take an online assessment of 

your spiritual gifts, spiritual 

growth or personality type 

Connect with link2lead ministry 

Check the calendar 

Get credentialing information 

Catch up on the activities of 

other Illinois churches 

ñHeôs called me, 

walks beside me 

and sustains me 

through whatever 

I go through.ò 
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You teach your child at a young age 

not to play with fire, but the danger 

of fire is a hard lesson to learn, as is 

the danger of sin.  Send your child to 

Grade School Camp this year to learn 

the skills necessary to fight the fires 

of evil and to fireproof their life 

through Jesus Christ.   

Camp Warren is offering this fire-

house adventure July 19-22 for chil-

dren entering grades 3-5.   Campers 

will enjoy fun skits, music, crafts, 

games, good food, new friends and 

more.  Pastor Doug Shaw of Cross 

Pointe Church of God in Blooming-

ton will lead this camp.   

Visit www.ilcog.org and click on 

Camp Warren forms for camper reg-

istration.  For questions about Grade 

School Camp, contact Shaw at mid-

dlercamp@yahoo.com or 309-662-

6202. 

Teens ð make room in your sum-

mer schedule for Camp Warren.  

Catch up with old friends, make new 

friends, get in touch with Christ. 

Junior High Camp  

Grades 6 -8 

July 5 -9 

 

Senior High Camp  

Grade 9 -age 19  

July 11 -15 

Find a registration form at 

www.ilcog.org.  Cost is $125 per 

camper; $140 if postmarked after 
due date.  Make checks payable to 

ñIllinois Ministriesò.  Mail to Illi-

nois Ministries - PO Box 140, Mt. 

Zion, IL 62549 

Camp Warren is sponsoring a new ex-

perience this year with ñHello Camp 

Warren,ò an introduction to youth 

camps for children entering grades 1-

3.  Each child must be accompanied 

by a parent/grandparent (mothers-

daughters, fathers-sons).  Sign up 

online at www.ilcog.org for a great 

weekend of swimming, paddleboats, 

fishing, crafts, worship, and more.  

June 4-5, 10 am-10 am, $15 per person 

includes 3 meals & snack. 

Women Transformed by the Renewing  

of Their Minds through Prayer   

Romans 12:1- 2 

Keynote Speaker    
Rev. Roberetta Young  

Englewood Church of God, Chicago  

Conference Leader 
Marcy Rivera  

Iglesia de Dios, Northwest 

Worship 
Yvette Freeman  

Shorewood Church of God 

Morning Exhortation 
Sherry Brown  

Mt. Hawley Community  
Church of God, Peoria 

Registration: $20 + accommodations. 
Go to www.ilcog.org for a registration form. 

Ecclesiastes 11:9 Young people, it is wonderful to be 

young!  Enjoy every minute of it.  Do everything you 

want to do; take it all in.  But remember that you 

must give an account to God for everything you do.  

Speakers:  
The Skit  
Guys  

Worship:  
Alanna  
Story  



Illinois Ministries Staff 

Eric Livingston, State Pastor, eric@ilcog.org 

Stephen Greer, Associate State Pastor, steve@ilcog.org 

Howard Sergeant, Camp Manager, howard@ilcog.org 

John & Marsha Lonabaugh, Caretakers, john@ilcog.org 

Amy Fitzwater, Link Editor, amy@ilcog.org 

Jonathan Absher, Website Administrator, jonathan@jonathanabsher.com 
 

State Elders:  Dennis Hawthorne, John Neace, Kevin Summers, Carl Wagner 
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125th North American Convention of the Church of God  

June 24ð29 / Anderson, Indiana.  

Permeate:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself 

The 2011 North American Convention begins a new 

theme based on the five values of the Church of God:  

Permeate ð living the Great Commandments so that all 

come to see the Christ we serve and adore. Join 

Churches of God from across the nation and world for a 
week of inspiring worship, powerful preaching, insight-

ful conferences, and unique programs. All services will 
be held on convention grounds, and most activities will 

occur within close proximity to the pedestrian mall, 

along with food vendors, places for fellowship, and the 

ñBig Tentò for exhibits.  Daily schedule, speakers, regis-

tration and directions are available at www.chog.org/

NAC or by calling 800-848-2464, ext. 2130. 

During Tuesday eveningôs worship service, celebrate 
Communion with thousands of congregations from all 

over the globe, sharing the bread and the cup in unity, as 

part of this annual Church of God event. If you cannot 
be in Anderson, encourage your congregation to host 

their own Communion service and participate in the ser-

vice online at www.chog.org. 

All church news stories, such as installations, dedica-

tions, missions trips, anniversaries, and more, may now 

be reported on www.ilcog.org.  If you have stories or 

special news that you would like to share with other 

churches please submit your article to Jonathan Absher 

at jonathan@jonathanabsher.com. He will add it to the 
website.   

Now, Lord, consider 
their threats         

and enable your           
servants to speak 
your word with 
great boldness . 

Acts 4:29 

Chad Harlan            

Carlos Sanchez 

Kimberly Majeski  

Brenda Miller 

Carlos Sanchez  
Iglesia de Dios, Chicago 

Guest Speaker 

Dr. Kimberly Majeski  
School of Theology & CBH 

Guest Speaker 

Chad Harlan  
First Church of God, Marion 

Worship Leader 

Brenda Miller  
New Life Church of God, Decatur 

Conference Leader 

NEW MEETING SCHEDULE  

July 29, 2011 

11am �± Ministerial Meeting 

Noon �± Lunch provided to pastors 

1pm �± General Assembly Meeting 

An incredible week! 

Inspirational services 

Vacation Bible School 

Youth Conferences 

Hands-on Missions 

Golf Outing 
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Ordination Service 

Illinois Day 

Ministerial Meeting 

General Assembly 


